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Ttt important questions which have recently occasioned

k much agitation and concern in (he public mind have been
ao aoly and elaborately discussed, not only here and in the
<'tne: end ot the Capitol, but by the preaa throughout the
rountry, that 1 can have little hope of presenting any thing
new or interesting in regard to them for the consideration of
tfie committee. In obedience, however, to the wishes, as I
i^heve, of my constituents, and in justice to myself, I fee)
constrained to state my views and the principles by which my
course will be governed, so far as I may be called upon to act.

i'ae great controversy is between the .North and the South
opon the subject of slavery. And I believe, sir, it ban rarely
M-en the case for years past that any question connected with
that important subjcct has been discussed "in the American
Congress without irritation and excitement. Prejudice against
tx»e institution upon the one side, and extreme sensitiveness,
arising from various causes, on the other, have often rendered
such discussions not only excitiug, but productive of serious
evil. Their tendency ha« been to weaken the ties and destroy
tna'. harmony and good fellowship between the North and the
tSouth so essential to our continuance as a united people.

It is my desire to say nothing which will add to the pre.
sent excitement. If I cannot pour oil upon the troubled wa¬

ters, I hope not to iucrease their agitation and violence. Our
moderation a'd forbearance should be more signally manifest- i
ed, as has been properly remarket), in proportion as the que»-
»ion becomes more important.

Since the cjmmencemeut of the pre-ent session of Congress,
slavery has been the all absorbing and constant theme, not

omy here, But in every part of our extensive country. It has
i-een the alpha and omega ol almost every speech; and has
f-rerted an influence, often controlling, over nearly everything
which we have done or attempted. Among other things
which we have heard, it has been repeatedly sounded in our
xare that upon the satisfactory adjustment of this important
controversy hangs the destiny of the republic.the fate of our
glorious Union. Similar assurances have reached us from
various sources, some of them entitled to very grave conside¬
ration.
Now, sir, if this be indeed so, then is the controversy most

momentous. No question of such transcendent impottaoce,
involving so deeply the freedom and happiness of man, has
ever been or can be presented for the consideration of any
legislative assembly in the civilized world. If this wide¬
spread and happy land, upon which Heaven has showered ita
choicest blessing*, id to be torn asunder by internal strife.if
our happy system of government, which reflects immortal ho¬
nor upon its founders, and under which we have enj >yed a

degree ol freedom and prosperity and happiness unparalleled
in the annals ol nations, is to_be broken up and overthrown.
then truly may it bo said that the last relugc of civil liberty,
the las', hope of free government, is gone.

'VN itb what intense interest is every patriot, every volarv
of freedom, watching our deliberations and waiting the result.
On the other hand, with what exulting joy are all the enemies
of freedom and all the tyrants and oppressors of mankind,
ioosing upon the gloomy spectacle we present; and with what
a shout of triumph will they hail the sad end of this great
republic ! !. or ene, sir, I cannot, will not, believe that so ap¬
palling a calamity is about to befall us; I cannot believe that
we have so soon become the degenerate snna of gallant sires
that we cannot or will not preserve the glorious heritage which
their valor arid sulfating have acquired and have transmitted
to us; that the spirit which united and animated the noblest
race ot men tha: ever struggled and battled lor liber' has be¬
come extinct in the breasts of their descendants. I

It is true, sir, there are those who scout the idea that the
Lnion is in danger, and who regard aII that has been said as
mere menace and bravado. I am, sir, not of that number.
- he country, it is true, has been in danger before. It has
encountered alarming political storms and tempests, and rode
them out in safety. But, sir, republic* have ofien been the
victims of delusion and passion, and we have no guaranty that
we are exempt from these baneful influences.

i concur fully in the opinion expressed by the gentleman
» Louisiana, (Mr. Morsk,) that the omens lire ill, that
lUt times arc sadly out of joint; and, I regret to say, that
*ome expressions used by the gentleman himself furnish evi
uence of the correctness of that opinion. 1 confess, sir, after
surveying the whole ground, that I have been reluctantly
forced to the conclusion that the country is in imminent dan¬
ger, and that there has been no period in its history when a

spirit o? conciliation and compromise, and all the efforts of
patriotism, were more eminently required to prop its reding
glory, and save it from the greatest of all calamities.

The exciting questions mure immediately in controversy
arise ou' ot our territorial acquintions from Mexico and slavery
>r. this District. It has been emphatically announced in tbis
House and elsewhere that if by any act of Congress slavery
shall be inhibited in these Territories or abolished in this Dis¬
trict, the happening of either of these contingencies will in¬
duce immediate action in the South for its protection ; or, in
other words, as I believe is generally understood, will be fol¬
lowed by secession or revolution bv a part, at all events, of
she States in the South.
Now, sir, I am decidedly opposed to both these measure#,

tiu so 16 the State which I have the honor in part to repre¬
sent. but I deem it entirely unnecessary to speculate in
regard to ber course, should they or either of them be adopted {
a* t.iere is no probability, I think, that either event will
nappen, at least during the present session of Congress, un-
iess tne admission of California as a State, with a constitution
deluding slavery, should be regarded as an equivalent act or
measure, and that subject I shall notice hereafter. But,
uthough neither ol these unjust and obnoxious measures
should be adopted, yet still the existing state of things is evi
dently tendng to a very ui. fortunate and alarming result. The
different views and feelings entertained at the North and the
¦Soula upon the subject of slavery, and the agitation of this
question in connexion with parly politics, manifestly tend to

sectional division in feeling and political action.
To arrest this tendency, and avert so fatal a result, should

tie the 4enort of every one who duly appreciates the impor-
unce oPpreserving that Union under which we have been
so prosperous and happy, and have become so great and
powerful
As I was born and educated in the North, and have for

more than thirty years resided in the South, or in a slavehold-
ing State, 1 trust I may, with some freedom' and without
onencj,^examine this subject of slavery, and more especially in

opinions and feelingsoi the North in regard to it.
I hgrfe has evidently been some new light, or, perhaps, I

may with more propriety say obscuri'y, thrown upon it since
I left that section of the country. If the views and feelings
which now seem to prevail were entertained in my day, or
vtheij I resided there, I could hardly have escaped their infiu-
ence, and have selected a slave State for my permanent resi¬
dence. It is true, I did not select Kentucky, because slavery
existed there, but I am not aware that thai circumstance con¬

stituted any objection. I am confident it formed no part of
my educauon to listen to lectures upon the injustice and sin
ol slavery, and its continuance in the South. In those days,
Abolitionists and Abolition societies.the party styling itself,
pur excellence, the Liberty party, and the one-idea Free-soil
pa'ty, were unknown. There new sects have sprurg up
under the influence of the froasted progress of the age, of
which we hear so much. But this progress of (he age is in
some respects like a high tide in our mighty rivers; it raises a
vast amount of trash and rubbish, known in the West and
South by the general term drift, and in the North, I believe,
,fU*d u*ood, which would otherwise slumber and decay in
silence upon the bank. While the tide lasts, it floats with
some appearancc of importance; often to the serious annoy¬
ance of the noble steamer, and other useful craft. But, when
tae ..ream again retires within its natural channel, it ceases
to a vioy, and is seen no more. And such will l« the inevi-
tat e destiny of those reforming sects, wise above u;hat it
written, when the current of public opini-n shall become
tranquil and rational.

In regard to the fanatical Abolitionists, who are atrucfflinK
Mr the immediate abolition of slavery throughout the whole
country and the world, reckless alike as to means and consc-
riuences u useless to waste a word. That sect is so lost to
til the dictates of reason, justice, and humanity, that anv ap-

* "UerI* -"availing. Su'h men are as
wSld and deluded as ihose who, a century or so ago, bune

tZrZrV' k
and drove <^ak(-r, «

heretics. I bis happened even in the good old, and now greatand Splendid, Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The same
10 ,he MI1)e ex,ent' Polled in the

ZntZZm ,, ,hAnJ 11^ that the
fanataciKm of this sect is tne result of some hereditary taint
or ob iquity. Understand their number . very limited, and
.tw»l| certainly become more k>, should reason ever r .ume
the helm in their minds.

But I apprehend I am not mistaken in .opposing that a
^ery conaid^ah e portion °f ,he people in the No\th-ar.1 by
the .North I include all the (lon-slaveholdmsr State#.entertain
very erroneous pinions upon the so» j. ct of slavery, it, con¬
dition, the practicability of emancipation, v,d in regard to the
character of sl.t*< ..older*. The idea that it m uni jst and
mnfui for the South to retain in servitude, inatead of euiancipa
ling, tleir slave.-which, I think, is a pretty generally p^v^-
ing sentimen .is certainly founded in error, and must be the
result of feeling, rath*' than reflection, and an unprejudiced
investigation of the subject.
Now, whether slavery was originally a moral wrong, is a

question I shall not atop to examine ; for, whether so or not,
it has no more to do with the prefent ques'ion, in regard to

slavery a« it now exists, anv! its contihuince in tbis country,
than the fall of Adam, or original sin. I will, however, take
occasion to say, that the condtion of the African, brought to
this country by it, has, beyond question, been improve,I, and
the Christian philanthropist has strong hop-s that slavery in
1m«rir» may, in the providence of Ood, be the means of
.Vrerdmg the bleasinga of Christianity and of civil liberty
throughout the most henighbd, d« graded, and barbarous
cuarte' of the globe.of ultimately illuminating and civiluing

.vra Africa. Not netd I inquire whether alavery ta * social
or domestic evil, for, if it m, tbe North may aggravate, but
cannot cure it.
To determine wnat wooId he ngbt and what wrong, in

regard to it, or whether it is right or wrung for the South to
retain their slaves in servitude, we muat look at the institution
as it is, and all the circumstances attending it. Tested in
tins way, duty, Chris ian duty, and interest dictate the same
couise.and rich forbids emancipation.
Tne result of my experience and reflection is, that so long

as the white and African races constitute the same commu¬
nity, and the latter, in point of numbers, approzima'e any
where near the former, the safest and happiest, and, indeed,
the only sale and happy relation for Ltrtn races, is that oi l
master and servant. And I am satisfied no unprejudiced
mind, which will thoroughly investigate the subject, will come
to a different conclusion. That relation will secure to each
race or c'iosk the gieialest security, and the greatest amount
of comfort and happiness
The general emancipation of slavery m the South would

result, it not in the ruin, greatly to the prejudice of each class,
and more especially the colored. It would be an set of injus¬
tice and inhumanity to the slave, not surpassed by the people
of the North turning off, helpless and destitute, upon the
world, tbeir infant children to shift for themselves. But why
enlarge upon this question ' Emancipation, in a word, would
be madness. What could be done with the slaves, if eman¬

cipated > Would the North receive them ' No. Some of
the non-alaveholding States exclude tbe:n as far as possii te
by law, and even result to force to break up their settlements
even when upon their own soil, and expel them. If they
were to remain in the South, they would necessarily be a de¬
graded ca*te, and viiiually slaves.wretched and miserable
beyond their present condition.
Tbe boasted emancipation by Great Britain, at the expense

of a hundred millions of dollars, ofher West India slaves, has
proved, so far as any improvement in the condition o! the
blacks was contemplated, ari entire failure. There are gen-
tleoxn on this fioor, northern gentlemen, who know, aDd who
have been interested in knowing, that a more degraded and
miserable race of human beings can hardly be found upon the
globe. And what is Great Britain now doing or permitting
to be done' I understand that Africans by thousands, proba¬
bly those captured from slavers, upon some indenture system,
are removed from the (Jape of Good Hope to the West indies,
wheie they are held in a species of service, varying but little
Irom the former condition of slavery in those islands.

I will not, however, dwell longer upon a proposition which
will not be controverted by any one correctly intormed as to
the facts, and whose mind is not warped by prejudice. Bu',
sir, csn the people oi'tbe North be aware to what extent they
would be affected on the score of interest by disturbing slavery
in the South ? Do'they appreciate the fact that almost every
interest and department of labor draws largely trom the pro¬
ceeds of the labor of slaves' Not the manufacturer of cotton

only, and the thousands and tens of thousands employed in
that business, but almost every class of mechanics.also the
shipping, mercantile, and agricultural or farming interest; tor
the prosperity of the latter depends upon the prosperous con-
di ion of the other interests or classes. by, sir, the cotton-

gin and almost every implement and instrument used in the
culture of cotton and the cane, and all the machinery in the
sugar-making process, the clothing of all kinds ior slaves, the
provision to a considerable extent, and numeious other artic es,
are almost exclusively the product of Northern labor. It would
be interesting to pursue this inquiry further in the detail, and
show to wbat extent the North realizes the proceeds of the la¬
bor of slaves, but time will not peimit.

If, then, as we are authorized to assume, benevolence and
philanthropy.in a word, duty.forbid any change in the in¬
stitution of slavery and ifthe prosperity ol the North, as well
ai the South, essentially depends, as it manifestly does, upon
the quiet and undisturbed enjoyment of the institution by the n

South, upjn what ground can we account, even if the consti- tl
tution were entirely out of the question, lor the perpetual irri- i'
tation and annovance to which the South are subjected i Do
not the South and all their slaves constitute a portion of the
population and wealth of a common country''
Why, then, lecture the South, in this hal! and over the

whole North, by resolutions of conventions of all sorts and
sizes.and, still worse, by resolutions of whole Slates, through
their Legislatures.upon the injustice, -curse, and sin of
slavery ; 10 say nothing of the untiring assaults of the press,
in .countless thousand* of tracts and novels, and every other
species of publication ' Why, in violation of the constitution,
lender it odious to aid the owner in the reclamation of his fu¬
gitive slavey and even penal for State officers to m'erfere '

Why tell the South that slavery shall never be extended, but \
condned to the narrowest passible limits, and for the avowed £

purpose of thereby forcing the South to the suicidial act of t

emancipation * Such was the benevolent and generous policy '

avowed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Stbvkns.)
All this hot only irritates, but senousk atketa, the South

in the enjoyment of their constitutional rights. It is ol no

service, but a positive injury to tae slave. It has no tendency
to loosen, but may render it necessary to tighten, his bonds.
It adds nothing to the prosperity 01 the North, but, on the
contrary, as- you embarrass the South you affect your own in¬
terest.

Why, sir, I Live sometimes thought it strange that a people
unsurpassed for intelligence and sagacity, and for an abiding,
sleepless regard for their own interests, as is certainly a portion
of the North, should have been so mistaken and misled upon
this subject. But the marvel measurably ceases when we look
into the history of the case, and the means employed for ex

ci'ing the public mind and for the manufacture ot public
opinion. *

The examination of the subject has wen rc parte.one¬
sided. Lecturing fanatics and vagabonds at first went through
the country exhibiting, not in imagination, as has been done
in this chamber, but actual chains and manacles, and the most
horrid instruments for punishment, as indicative of the savage
cruelty of the master and the wretched condition of the slave.
They had the field entirely to themselves. The slaveholder
was calumniated, denounced as an unfeeling tyrant, and the
condition and treatment of the slave grossly misrepresented.
The subject iound its way into the school-house and the pul¬
pit ; and, finally, the feeling was rendered available by the
political demagogue and carried into tne ballot-l ox This
leeling hos progressed till the enrrent has become so deep and
strong, that, in many instances, those who would resist it
find it fraught with political danger to do so. ,

It is proper, and I will here take occasion to slate, that, so
far as I have or may speak of tbe course of tbe North or South s
in connexion with this subject, I do not design my remarks a
tp apply indiscriminately to the whole North or South.for I u
am aware such an application of them would be unjust.but tl
only to such portions of either as they may be properly appli- "

cable to.
But, sir, the state of feeling to which I was alluding has been

seized upon at the South for party puiposes. Leading men in
the North, with a view to render them unpopular and odious in
the South, have been unjustly denounced as Abolitionists and
enemies to the South. And such has been tbe effect of these
different sectional views and feelings, that, to render a candi¬
date acceptable to both sections, zealous and unscrupulous
partisans, like pirates, have had to run him with two sets of
papers, fraudulent creeds and flags, prepared to use one or
another to suit tbe latitude.
To secure the election, however, of the gallant and patri¬

otic individual now at tbe head of the Government, I am not
aware that such practices were deemed necessary. The peo¬
ple believed bim honest, intelligent, brave, and patriotic, and
as such were satisfied to elect him ; and they have not and
will not be deceived in him.

I desire, sir, to say a word or two more, with a view fur¬
ther to show the palpable inconsistency, of a portion, at all
events of the North in regard to slaveiy. If it n> so edious
in their eyes and tbe existence and continuance of it are re¬

garded as a moral wrong, as a sin, wby encourage it and
grow rich upon it} Why not throw overboard, as was the
tea, the contaminated article*.tbe products of slave labor>
Why, sir, the people of the North, in receiving and using
the c >tton, and sugar, and rice, and tobacco, knowing as they
di that tbey are produced by the labor oi slaves, give ounle-
nance and are accessories to tbe alleged injus'ica and sin, as the
receiver or purchaser of stolen goods is of the tb*ft. The
wildest fanatic is a daily participant of the necessaries, and
comforts, and luxuries of life, produced by slave labor; and 11
he is not restrained from indulgence by any conscientious
scruples.

Again: the Northern creditor, to secure a debt upon
southern slaveholder, without scruple takes a mortgage upon
hia slaves, and thereby becomes a slave-owner. He never,
under such circumstances emancipates but sells. And no

sale, I apprehend, has ever been arrested by the c msciencs of
a Northern creditor. Of this I certainly do not complain ;
and I have only made these allusions to show the intimate
connexion between tbe two sections onthe score of interest,
and that there should be no difference on tbe score of feeling.

I look upon the present controversy as unnatural and un¬

holy ; threatening and jeoparding, as it evidently does, the
safely and stability of this great Government. I believe it to
be in the power of the present Congress to terminate it with¬
out any sacrifice, by any party, of principle, inteiest, honor,
or feeling. And for the purpose ef presenting my views as

to the mode, I desire to say something upon the important and
more immed ate question before tbe c imtnittee.tbe message ot
t >e President transmitting tbe constitution of Calif >rnia.
, The President recommends the admission into tbe Union
of California, with tbe c >nstitution submitted ; and, as to tbe

i resume f f the territory acquired from Mexic>, he ircommends
the esiablishrnei t of no Territorial Governments, or non¬
action. The latter recommendation is based upon the suppo¬
sition that such governments cannot be established without
continued and great excitement on the subject of slavery.

There is certainly every piauaibte ground for this supposi¬
tion. An effort to establish such governments made at each
ssssioti of Jie last Congress, was unavailing, in consequenceof thi< exciting question. The ques'ion is still regarded of
paramount importance, and its adjustment beset wilh oerious,
but I tri st not lnsurmounable, difficulties. The present positionof California, praying admission as a State, will certainly, or
ought, in my opinion, to aid in tbe settlement of the entire
controversy, so for ar these Territories are concerned. It

i

ought to be Killed- The coudiuou of the people in thes
Territories, the dignity of the union, and, above all, the har¬
mony and safely of the Union, require that it should be >e tied.
Still, if this cannot be ellected, if territorial government* can¬
not be organised, or the question adjusted in same other way,
without continued and dangerous excitement, the recommen¬
dation of the President of non action will be, as the lesser evil,
the safest and wisest policy. The rights of all the people, so

far as relates to the occupation of the country, will be thereby
unaffected, and continue as they now exist.

.

California has formed her constitution, and prays admission
into the Union, under very peculiar and extraordinary circum¬
stance!. No State has ever been admitted under preciselysimilar circumstances. It ia true that several Territories.
Michigan, Iowa, Florida, and others.formed constitutions,
without any act of Congress authorizing the pioceedmg, and
under such circumstances have been admitted; but they had
organized territorial governments. Their admission, however,
was irregular; and, as to some of them, grossly so. lexas
was an independent sovereignty, and owed no allegiance 'o

this or any other Government. California bad no organized
Territorial government, nor was she an independent sove-

roignty. still. I am by no meaua prepared to say she has
been in the wrong in organizing a State government, and
seeking admiri on into the Union, whether we admit her or no'.
When this Government, in which was vested the ^ve-reiguty over the country by the ces>ion from Mexico, failed

to exercise it, the people of California had no alternative but
¦narchy, or to form a government for themselves. Self-de¬
fence and preservation justified her in pursuing the
course. How long was she to continue in bet abandoned
condition '¦ Two cessions of Congress had passed, and there jwas no provision for her government and protection ; and
there was little probability that the efforts of the present Con- |gress would be more successful. Her condition was pec i-

liar. She constituted, and still constitutes, a point of greater j
attraction than any other in all the earth. There was a ru»h
to her mountains of gold.an influx of population, without a ja parallel in the history of man. Under such circumstances,
she has formed a constitution and become a Slate dejacto,
and now asks, not in contumacy, not in derogation of our

authority, but in expreas recognition of it, to be made a State
riejure, and admitted into this great family of States. Her
constitution was the work, and bears the impress, of American
citizens, and seems to have been adopted with singular una¬

nimity. There is nothing to justify even a suspicion that the
character of it, in reference to slavery, ia the result of any ex¬

traneous influence. It sufficiently appears that it is emphat¬
ically the constitution of American citizens in California, at.
the time of its adoption. It is an objection, however, entitled
to consideration, that the population, although at this time
lufficientlv large, was, to a very considerable extent, unstable
md unsettled.composed of individuals not there with a view
o a permanent residence. It is also objected that the boun-
laries are too extensive.
But, sir, in the eyes of all Northern gentlemen there objec-

ions fade away, and oppose no obstacle to her immediate
drniseion. They are impatient for her adoption. They are
nxious to take her.and no questions askeJ. The clause in
,er constitution excluding slavery covers, like a mantle, all
mlts and irregularities. If that clause were expunged or out,
.hat a marvellous change would be produced in their views
rid feelings ?

.

1

Well, sir, I have made up my mind, notwithstanding all
ie objections, and that it will be establishing a new prece-
ent to unite with them and admit Calilornia, and even with
er designated boundary, provided they will be just and pa-
.iotic, and settle the whole controversy as to the residue of
use Territories.

. .

1

I am in favor of a measure providing for the admission ot s

California and the organization of territorial governments for
;e residue of California and New Mexico, without the Wil- t
lot proviso, leaving the question of slavery to be settled by t
ie proper constitutional tribunal.the judiciary the first i

,stance, should the question arise; and by the people in tbe
econd, whose authority cannot be questioned when they come <

j form State constitutions. .
. JAnd how is it possible that the Northern gentlemen, W bigs t

r Democrats, can resist the settlement, in this mode, of this t

xciting and distracting controversy > Why leave it open fir c
onti'iued strife and agitation, which have already jarred the \

ery foundations of our political edifice ? Such a measure I
vill leave the rights of all parties precisely where they are c
t present, or wouid be, if the country is left uncarcd for by I l
his Government, to shift for itself as best it can. It is the c
South will have most ground of objection. As totho North,
State is admitted in all respects agreeably to her wishes : in ¦

.oint of Territorial extent, equal or nearly so to three Slates a
»f the first class, with a sea-coast ex'ent upon the Pacific of I
even or eight hundred miles, abounding in gold beyond trie g
vildest dreams of avarice, and with a constitution excluding 1
ilavery. In comparison with this El Dorado, this land ol i
jold, the residue of this Mexican territory, for which govern- I i
nents are sought to be established, is of little value. J
And how, sir, has this vast Mexican Territory been ac-

luired ? Whether by conquest or purchase, it has been ac- a

juired by the common valor, and suffering and treasure of the p
lation, and belongs to all the people.not to one Stale, or j
¦lass of States, nor to one class of the people more than e
mother. Under such circumstances, it would be in violation I
if all the principles of justice and equality to exclude a large r
lass from any participation iu the enjoyment of a country j
bey have contributed in common to acquire ¦, tor such is the s
rffect of this Wilmot proviso, or tfje inhibition of slavery, t
lustice and equity would forbid this, even if it were conceded a
hat Congress had the constitutional power. But the South
lenies the power. Such is tbe undoubting opinion of many t
>f our most eminent statesmen and jurists, and, I think, the I r
irevailiug sentiment in the South. The South has been wil- I v

ing to submit the constitutional right to remove and hold their e
laves in this Territory to the decision of the Supreme Court, v
nd abide the result. And Ibis mode of compromising and
ettling the question would have saved the country from all
r much of this excitement. !
But Northern gentlemen, with same exceptions, cUim

he power. They insist, also, that slavery is excluded by
lexican law; and contend, moreover, if it were not, that it ti
annot exist there without express authority of law. Every f(Northern man contends for this, and piofesses to have no 0
oubt upon the subject. Besides all, the foremost man in all y3e North, and one of the foremost of all his race in any age j
r country, is willing to rely upon the character of the coun- 0
ry, the irrepealable law of God and nature, for excluding r
lavery from the residue of this Territory. Upon the position ^ssumed by Northern gentlemen, then, this proviso is wholly j
nnewssary and useless. But, air, it is more, and worse -]
lan useless; it is, under the circumstances, a wanton outrage v
pon the feelings of the South. It indicates not only a want
f respect for their feelings, but their opinions. If, however,
ie South is right, and Congress has not the power, then it is
ot only an outrage upon their feelings, but upon their con-
itunonal rights. Why, then, should Northern gentlemen so I
artinaciou ly insist upon this offensive, and, according to c
leirown avowed sentiments, useless provision? Why not J-isplay the magnanimity and patriotism of the distinguished
enator from Massachusetts to whom I have alluded-leave 'I
ie question to be settled by the character of the country, by
ie Judiciary, and the people of those Territories, and relieve s

ie country from the agitation and alarm that now per- "

ades it ?
.

e

But, sir, in support of this proviso, or inhibitory policy,
entlemen.and more especially my friend from Ohio, (Mr.
Iahpbkll).have referred to and relied upon the opinions g
f distinguished patriots and statesmen, and the views of ths b
eople of the several States.North Carolina, Georgia, and
irginia.about the period of the Revolution. What ww the ti
audition of slavery at that period I have no time to inquire,
nd it is not important. The objection, however, seems to tl
ave been more particularly against tho African slave tra le.
lut what did these eminent men do afterwards, and after cur
idependeace bad Wen established ' In the most solemn :»nd I
nportant act of their lives, with the Father of his Country at j ¦
icir head, they not only recognised and provided for the con- I
nuance of slavery in all time to come, but authorized the
ontiuuance of the African slave trade for twenty year', for

^lie express purpose of increasing the number of slaves in the
^ountry. For this provision voted the North aa well as the
(South. The former realized the money by the traffic; the
^alter desired and obtained the slaves. And what State re-
^istpd the adoption of the constitution on account ot this pro- jision, or of any other in reference to slavery * It was op- (Kised by no State on that account, so far as my recollection
(ixtends. If all this was the result of compromise in forming jhe constitution, it waa a noble examj 1', which we ought to

ollow for its preiervation. jBut the question is, what would these illustrious men now
(loin regard to this inhibitory pol cy, if ihey were now here,

ind could be heard in this hall' Wou'd they, under tbe
:hange of circumstanced, when we have more slaves than the
.ntire population in 1775.when emancipation cannot be
>ffect- d without ruin to both races.when the condition of
ilavery has been greatly ameliorated, and whon slave labor is
pmployed not only beneficially to our whole country bat to
the whole world.when our territory has been vastly cxtend-
pd, spreading from ocean to ocean, and acquired by the valor
and treasure of the whole nation. would they say, let the
alien and ihe stranger from all couniries, no matter whether
Christian or Pagan, Mohammedan or Mormon, with one *ifc
or fifty, occupy in unnumbered thousands our vast unpeopled
territories, and utterly exclude from every rood of it their own
lioiuthold.every slaveholder, alth ough bone of their bone
ind flesh of their flesh.the founders, and descend ints of the
very founders of the empire * Would they say thia is justice;this is that equality upon which ur Union and Constitution
were baaed' No, sir, no! If the shade of the most illus¬
trious man, not only of his country but of his whole race,
:ould arise here, it would frown upon and condemn such policy,
ia not only in conflict with the spirit of the constitution, but
is ui just in itself.an outrage upon the feelings and rights of
he South. Would he endorse the unfeeling sentiment of
he member from Pennsylvania> No, sir. Hia language
would be, you have territory enough and to spare. Humani-
y, philanthropy, as well as justice and equality, the harmony
md safety of the Union, forbid this restrictive policy.
But, sir, the South asks no concession; what the paramount

.w of ibe land secures to ter is all she contends for. The

aeiUement of the controversy in the way suggested.and I
belie** a proportion lo that effect is now before the commit¬
tee.results in no triumph to any party. It ought to be most
acceptable lo the North, in view of the admission of Cahfor-
nia. In this whole matter, however,^it is proper I should sayI speak only for myself; although I believe most of my col-
league" are disposed to sustain a measure o! the character
which 1 have indicated. The whole country will rejoice at
the settlement of this distracting controversy, snd will be gene¬rally satislii d that it shall be settled in that wsy.I had intended lo ssy a few words, *ir, in reply to the re¬
flections which have been, most unjustly, in my opinion,made upon the President as to his course in reference to these
Territories. He informs us he continued whatever of govern-
ment there was in the country as he found it, and disturbed
no arrangements which had existed under hi« predecessor.Ot this I have beard no complaint. But he recommended
the people, if prepared to comply with the requisitions of the
constitution of the United States, to form, in effect, State
constitutions, and subiu't them to Congress, with a prayer for
admission as States. His motive was patriotic.the termina¬
tion, as soon as possible, of the excitement in regard to the
question ofslavery, and by the people themselves. He found
the |>eople in a measure without government; and, at the
same time, no people needed the protection of an efficient g >v-1
era ment mure. He recommended them to do what, under
the circumstances, self-defence and self-pretervation authori¬zed and required them to do.to form governments for them¬selves. Thia they have done, but not, it would seem, at theinstance of the President, or in consequence of his recommen¬
dation. The constitution of California is now before us, and
whether we ahill admit her or not as a State, is a ques.ionaddressing itself to our discretion.
As lo the course of the President, 1 regard it as dictated bysound policy and the most patriotic motives. There i* cer-1tainly some reason for believing that the same course, in effect,had been previously udviaed by his predecessor; but whether

so or not, is not deemed very material, and I have no time to
go into an inquiry as to the fact.
Mr. Chairman, I have been often asked what Kentucky woulddo, or how she stood in the present contest, and my answer

has been a very short one: That Kentucky was againstthe proviso, but in favor of the Union. She seems to have
full confidence in her delegation in Congress. Her LegUla-
ture has forwarded no resolutions of instruction or request.She hss yet made no effort by a dollar and cent calculation to
ascertain the value ofthe Union. She regards it as priceless,and cannot, therefore, solve such a problem. The flatteringestimates and golden results which some gentlemen have so
minutely described as the certain fruits of disunion and a
Southern Confederacy, have had not the slightest influence to
lessen her attachment to the country and the Government as
ihey now exist. Her devotion to the constitution and to the
Union rises far ab >ve such speculating and sordid calculations.
Love of liberty, of security, of independence, of the present
and anticipated glory and happiness of this magnificent Re¬
public, constitutes the basis of her devotion.

It is true, a state of case may possibly occur when her
honor, her independence, her very existence, may render the
Union insupportable, and revolution unavoidable. But noth-1
,ng will ever force her to so sad und desperate a resort but the
iternest necessity ; and, should she ever be driven to it, the
rase will be a plain one. As one of her sons remarked, in
'eference to the memorable shooting'or falling of the stars, (as jhe phenomenon was called,) that he kept his eye constantly
jpon the north star, and concluded, if that should fall or
ihoot off, the hunt would be out, and thut dissolution and
urn would be at hand : so, sir, when Kentucky (shall be for
lisunion, it may well be considered the time has come and the
icene has closed. |At the same lime, no State has greater cause to complain of |he injustice of non-slaveholding States, as regards the abduc-
ion and enticing away of her slaves, and the difficulty and
langer in their reclamation.
We denounce, sir, and punish as pirates, those who are jngaged in the African slave trade. The act of decoying from jhe owner his slave, and aiding him in his escape, is not less,

tut even more criminal. As to the owner, it is robbery ;
nd, as to the slave, inhumauity ; as, in ninety-nine cases out
if a hundred, the effect is to consign him to poverty and gvretchedness. It serms to me, if pubiic sentiment in the t^orth were not depraved in regard to the constitutional rights
if the South, it would frown down this criminal practice, and ,hat the owner would be aided, and not obstructed, in the re- .

overy of his property. cIt is to be hoped that Congress will adopt, and immediately, vuch mcasurt s as shall render available and efficient the con- ^'itutional provision in regard to fugitive slaves, and that the ^forth will cordially unite in this matter, and carry out in
;ood faith that important provision. Interest and honor, the j j
larmuny and safety of the Union, as well as the obligation
nposed by the constitution, demand this, that the South
nay be secure in the quiet and unannoyed enjoyment of their
roperty. <

Itseems to me, sir, that an adjustment of existing difficulties,
nd in a manner consistent with the rights and honor of all
arties concerned, if honestly desired, may be easily effected.
Lnd what a day of triumph and rejoicing would that be to
very patriot, to every one who has ever sent an aspiration to
leaven for human freedom, which should witness the resto-
ation between the North and the South of that fraternal sym-
athy and kindness, respect and confidence, which united our ^
ncestors in the glorious struggle for independence! It would (
>e a aad and gloomy day only for demagogues, and fanatics, and the enemies of free government.
The number who seek revolution or dissolution, perse, for

he sake of dissolution, whether in the North or the South,
oust be confined to fanatics. Possibly there may be those
rho seek it far aelf-aggrandizement, to gratify a reckless and
nhtllowed ambition. To such, if any, I would apply the
rithering invocation ofthe poet:

" Is there not some chosen curse,
Some hidden thunder in the stores of Heaven, nRed with uncommon wrath, to blast the man J,Who would owe his greatness to his country's ruin ?" ^

Mr. Chairman, if allowable, I would say, in conclusion, v
ia4, personally, no member of the committee can have more a
;eling, or a stronger desire for the safety and continuance a,
f the Union, than the humble individual who now addresses a,
ou. The bones of my ancestors sleep beneath the sod ofNew j,
England, and I have kindred blood in almost every State north
e .l. *»-» " -¦ *f the Potomac. More than twenty years of the first part of n

'o that gallant and patriotic State, although widely from her ft

ly life were spent in the far North, in the State which, poli-i 0
cally.of course, in party politics.has acquired and well j w
eserves the flattering cognomen of The star that never sets.

iews in regard to slavery, I am strongly attached. For. p,
" Lives there a man with soul so dead, si
Who never to himself hath said, ei
This is my own, my native land ?" 8j

claim, however, as my country, a land not limited by the 1)1
onfines of a single State, but coextensive with this broad ^
fnion.the land of Washington and Henry, of Laurens and w

tarion, of Hancock and Adams, as well as that of Allen, and
le more obscure, but romantic and daring Boone. 91

But, air, my regard for the State of my birth is not incon- P
stent with loyalty and devotion to that ofmy adoption. For n

lore than thirty years I have been a citizen of the brave, gen-
rous, and patriotic State of Kentucky, and have been treated a<

rith all the kindness of a native son. To Kentucky I am
ound, not only by all the ties of interest, and honor, and 11

ratitude, but by every tie of feeling and affection which can n

e entwined around the human heart. And whatever may be
er course in regard to the present controversy, or in future °

ials, I will |*ay, in the expressive language of one of old, ^
1 Where thou goest I will go, and where thou liest I will lie;
ly people shall be my people, and thy God my God."

. ,
*1

The Ccbak Exi'KMTro*..One of the invaders, Rich- tl
rdson Hardy by name, writing to a Cincinnati paper from *

'lorida, gives this account of the famous expedition :

"The Southern papers contain many accounts of the ex- w
edition, its outfit, numbers, achievements at Cardenas, and 0.
scape from, the combined navies of three or f.ur great Sl
lations. 1 notice in them many great mistakes, and some p
;rose misrepresentation ; the latter particularly in the Savan- j
iah Georgian, the editor of which got his informaiion in an ^
nterview with General Lopez. The genc/al, in his deeper-
ition, is very ungenerously endeavoring to throw the blame t[
>f failure on the American officers and soldier*, saying that ~

t was in consequence of their refusal to follow him to another ai
>oint on the bland, after leaving Cardenas. We did refuse
ofollow him.refuse again lo put our lives in bis hands, Q|
titer he bad led us to a place where, had we remained five
jours longer, ihc army would have been destroyed to a man. ^
is, if we could not retreat, every American was determined 0I
jo die fighting even against fifty times our number, in the te
itreets of Cardenas. General Lopez will not deny that. I
nyself handed him a despatch from a friendly Creole, inform- ^
ng him that from three to five thousand Spanish soldiers, with j
:avalry and artillery, would be upon us before the next morn- 0j
ng. What chance would there have been for our five hun- |eIred undisciplined men.without a single piece of artillery. ra
igainst such a force, in a country with which we were en- v,;iie!y unacquainted, and without the least assistance from the p|Ureoles, for whose liberty we were fighting. I write what I j,'mphatically know, when 1 say that after the affair at Car- wJenas, both officers and men lost all confidence in General
Lopez, bis promises, and the patriotism of the people of Cuba.
No doubt, they wanted freedom, admired republican instifu* W)ions, and emulated the glory of the American character; ^
rat no one who taw the citizens of Cardenas on Sunday, the M19th of May last, neat, trimly dressed, stepping about like jlancing masters, will ever say that they will fight for independ- p|?noe.it is even doubtful whether they deserve liberty, or \would know how to appreciate it as a gift. This was ample j
rause for our refusal to follew General Lopez further." jj
" As one of those who, completely deceived and misin- g

brined, took an active part in getting up the Kentucky regi-
nent, I feel inexpressible remorse on account of tbe sufferings e|
md privations which the failure of the expedition baa entailed #]
ipoo all; and for the sad fate of soma of my beat and bravest
Handa." -¦

SPEECH OF Mr. DUER,
Or NSW YORK,

On the President's California Message,
House of RirtiiimTiTii, Afiii 10, 1850.

Mr. DUER spoke substantially at follows : Mr. Chairman
a new question has arisen.a question, I believe, never be¬fore formally presented and discussed in Congress. The gen¬tleman who has j'ist taken his seat (Mr. Ross) "has alluded
to an incident of an early period of the session, when one ofthe Representatives of Georgia declared himself, in certaincontingencies, for disunion, and another Representative of the
same State (Mr. Stcmies*) reiterated the declara iuns of hiscolleague.declarations which gave me pain, because I knew
that both of (hote gentlemen not only possessed great talents
and influence, but bad boldly and successfully restated, in the
last Congress, a movement similar to that to which they have
now seemed willing to lend themselves. The gem leman from
Pennsylvania, in whose mind seem singularly and indissolu-
bly connected the ideas of the Union and of the predominance
of a particular party iu the Union, has chosen to select lor
illustration the instance of prominent Whig6. It is well un¬
derstood, however, here that there is no material difference
in this respect between the gentlemen referred to and the
great mass of Southern Democratic members; while several
ol the latter have publicly assumed, and others are known to
maintain, positions greatly in advance. Those contingencies
upon which the gentlemen from Georgia have pronouncedfor disunion, may or may not happen.it is not, perhaps,
now very probable that they will happen.other?, however,
have placed their opposition to the Union upon grounds whicb,
if they shall be adhered to, and if they shall be able to induce
those whom they represent to adopt their views, must inevi¬
tably place them in m hostile attitude to their Government.
For California, with her boundaries, will be admitted into
the Union ; and you will have no establishment of slavery,
or, if you prefer the phrase, no recognition of the constitu¬
tional existence of slavery in any part of these Territories,
north or south, or east or west of any line of latitude or lon¬
gitude. Neither will you have a repeal of any existing law
prohibiting slavery. Such, at least, is my judgment.We heard a great deal in the last Congress about " the
odious Wilmot proviso." To listen to Southern gentlemen
then, one would not suppose that they were contending for
slavery, but that they were simply resisting offensive and un¬
constitutional prohibitory legislation. It was at the means,
not the end, that their invectives were hurled. Now, howev¬
er, they tell us that what they want i« to carry their negroslaves into these Territories, and that the particular mode in
which they may be prevented from doing this is to them a
natter of supreme indifference. I always had a notion that
his was what they wanted. I am glad that it is now franklyivowed. It relieves us from the scrutiny of a great quantityif metaphysical subtlety. It is not only, too, the moremanly
way, but it seems tome even to be putting their case upon the
itrongest ground. It enables them to discuss it upon its me.
.its, as has been doDe with great ability by several gentlemen,ind among others, by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr.Toombs.) Some gentlemen have even been pleased to speakif the Wilmot proviso in a kind and liberal way, for which I
eel grateful. I believe that there are those who would prefert. Nevertheless, as its adoption might place a power to do
nischief in the hands of persons unfriendly to the Union, I
im disposed to inquire whether the necessity for its enactment
nay not be avoided.
What is the Wilmot proviso } It is an instrumentality.a

neans to attain a certain end. I have no superstitious venera-
;ion for the form. That whicb is the best means at one time
nay not be so at another.
Some months ago one of the Representatives of Ohio (Mr. -

R iot) introduced a resolution, infracting the Committee on a
Territories to bring in a bill establishing territorial governments I
n all that part of the new territories not included within the gloundaries of California, and prohibiting slavery therein. I i<
¦oted, in a small minority of theNorthern members.I believe a
here were but two Northern Whigs (my colleagues) who o
.oted with me.to lay that resolution upon the t .ble. I am o
atisOed with that vote. I know it was an honest vote , I n
hink, under the circumstances, it was a bold one. I was v
[uite aware of all the hazards to which, personally, it exposed tl
ne; but I thought it important that the movement should be
iromptly arrested, and f was willing for that purpose to en- n
ounter them. I thought that there were other perils that v

ray ; perils to California, perils to the Union. I may per- s
aps bring my judgment into contempt with some gentlemen si
y saying so, but such is my opinion. It is the opinion of the fr
blest and most experienced statesmen in the country. I was u
etermined that I would not, for an abstraction, for no practi- t<
al purpose whatever, involve the country in such danger. I b
ras determined that I would not, directly or indirectly, give e
'aid and comfort " to those whom I believed to nourish de- ri
gns hostile to the Union. It was my poli<y to strengthen e
ur friends in the South.not to place weapons in the hands tl
f our enemies. v
I do not doubt that the vote, the final vote by which it
Root's resolution" was laid upon the table, and in which I tl
sgret that accident prevented me from taking part, has done it
real good. It ha£ done precisely what I, for one, intended a
nd desired it should do. It bas disarmed disuuionists ; it b<
as stripped them of their power. We all feel and know a
lis. Tne scheme for a Southern Confederacy has received t»
fatal arrow in its side.lethalin arundo. And the Nash- y<ill© Convention, instead of a torch to light a flame, will 8
rove but the expiring wick of the caudle. n
It has pleased the honorable member from Ohio to impute la

enal motives to those who voted to lay his resolution upon ni
je table.a desire to secure Executive favor. It is impos- jn
ible for any man in public life to escape such imputations, ol
'here is scarcely a vote he can give, such are the differences C(
f opinion, of which the motive may not be pore and may 01
ot be base. He must ordinarily trust for his vindication to p,le reputation he may have established. As one of those m

nplicated, I feel (hat there is nothing in my character to
'hich the charge of the honorable member from Ohio will
Ihere. None who have known me, wherever I have lived,
nd whose good opinion I regard, will believe that I have p
:ted, or am capable of acting, upon this question from sor- ai
id motives. And I may be pardoned, under the circum- D(
ances, the egotism of saying, since, for my action in this th
latter, I have been pretty extensively denounced in a class ai
r newspapers, that I came here at the commencement of this g,;ssion fully appreciating the critical condition of the country juith respect to this question of slavery, and determined, so is
t as a man can analyze his motives, to act for the real and er
¦rmanent good of the country, and to make all personal con-
derations and all partisan considerations subordinate to that fuid. I came, quite conscious of the humbleness of my po- su
tion.to speak, and to act, and to vow, according to my ^
ai judgment, for juslice and for the Union. Others have
rought to that task high gifts, and power and influence (o bihich I have no claim ; none more singleness of purpose.I impute corrupt motives to no man here ; not because I 8g
ippose that such motives may not exist, and are not indeed f0I
retty certain to exist in any body of two hundred and thirty n
ten, nor because I may not perhaps sometimes think that I ra
m able to dctect them ; but because it is forbidden to do so, ch
i well by the rules of parliamentary propriety as by the rules
tat regulate the intercourse of gentlemen. It is for every an
tembcr of the House to chooss in this respect his course. I wj
take no such imputations. But does the honorable member
om Ohio suppose.patriotic as doubtless he is.that if I or p,
thers were disposed to do so, thete is any thing in the posi-
on ofhimself, and of those who, like him, deal in menacing ¦ re
ines and gestures, and assume a general supervision over I reforthern constituencies.holding suspended over our heads
le thunders of popular indignation, and standing ready, u
lades in liand, to dig our political graves.doe* he suppose ,u
lere is any thing in that position tb«t protects its occupants 0f
jnin-t similar attacks' Is tbere no meanness but that of en
.iking Executive favor' Is there no baseness but that of anhich a public man may be guilty ? May not favor be else- tjc.here sought by unworthy arts ? And is there not a species w|
f mental prostitution, that traffics in false and exaggerated ba
¦ntiments, stimulates hatreds and unworthy passions, and ju
inders to vitiated tastes, that is quite as degrading to the in- w,
ividual, and more dangerous to theSta'e, than tbe paltriness pf
ist sell* a vote for an office * I re-pect an earned aboli- tb
onist, I respect an earnest ditunionist, as I respect every t0
ting that is genuine.if for nothing else, because it is qC?nuine. But I have an opinion that there are those, North fol
id South, who, incapable of rising to tbe height of a political a
jestion, reek only, in sec'ional agitaii n, the mean rewards tjj

on
re<

a low ambition. So when the wind was high on the sea- i re,
ore I have seen the seagull* wheel and screim ; they noern | atj
share the spirit ofthe storm ; and yet all the while they are. .«V «rj...at v* HIC Diuilll ; UIIU »»« VM*3 " «UCJ BfC

ily intent on securing their prey, to which their ins;inct nc
aches them that the season is favorable. g|(
My a;tion in this matter has not escaped a cons'rucim |0l
a' is not, it appears to me, very libers', in another quarter* y£
he gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Hilliabp,) incapable cj(
intentional discourtesy or injustice, in commenting upon a ^

Iter written by me, and defeuding myself against an attack vc
ade upon me in a Whig newspaper, has bjen able to disco- ^
r for my coune no other than a sectional motive. He ap- 0f
ies to it, in very complimentary language, a comparison m
awn from the art of war. Certainly the feeling by which I m
as governed was any thing t ¦' miliiary or aggressive. The 6U
intleman will not deny that tbe vote I gave wa* a national
>te t but he objects to arguments intended to reconcile that p,
>te to a section. In this I may differ somewhat from (he gu
inorable gentleman. He abounds in national and patriotic u
ntiments, clothed in very beautiful language ; but, so far as A
have observed, he bas never given a vote that was l.knly to jj
ace him in any difficulty at home. Let not my fiend from M
labama.if he will permit me to call him so.mistake me Wl
think that I do him juslice. I believe that he is a friend to pr
le Union, a man of the nation ; and I can apprecia e the dif- f|
culties and embarrassment* arising from a geographical po- ^
lion. But let me suggest, in all kindness, that iu certain
raergencies one act involving tome personal hazird ia worth Q,
n abund nee of lofty sentiments.
It is of little consequence how I may stand upon this ques-

on, except to thoce whom I immediately represent. Never*

theieas, having patiently submitted for mom lime to miscos
.traction.of which I might point to various instanoee 1
have a natural desire to relieve my position of any ambiguitythat may be attached to it. I have -been ready from the be¬
ginning of thia session, and I am ready now, to place the set
tlement of thia question upon a constitutional principle.tjtu
principle that the people of a Territory, in establishing |
constitution for their government as a State, have the right t<
establish or to prohibit slavery as they may pleaae. I wai

ready to do this before I read, or bad heard any intimation a

the contents of the annual message of the President, or of tin
California message ; I am not the leas ready to do so now
that I know that my opiuion has sanction in so high a quar
ter. I have considered with attention and respect the propoi
sitions that have emanat'd from several eminent gentlemei
for the adjustment of this question ; but I will say that I hav<
no where seen anything that in my judgment is ao wise and so
just as the plan submitted to us by the President in the mes¬
sage now under consideration. And in spekking of the planof the President, I have in view the principle to which he re¬
fers u*. I am aware that, strictly speaking, the President
has presented no plan, but rather an idea; and has very pro¬
perly deferred entirely to the legislative branch of the Govern¬
ment the consideration of time aLd mode, and the arrange¬
ment of details. It seems to me erroneous to say that the
policy of the President settles nothing; thatit id a policy of in¬
action. On the contrary, it has an advantage, in this respect,
over every other plan.it settles the question, and it is the on¬
ly plsn that settles it. It is not a policy of inaction. Thoughit does not absolutely demand, yet it admits of action, and
immediate action. We may give finality to the policywhen we please ; and, for one, I am ready, ai<d think it moat
wise, to do so now. In plain words, I am ready to vote for
i bill authorizing the people of New Mexico to form a con¬
stitution lor their government as a State, and declaring that
upon their adoption of a constitution, republican in its form,
ihey shall '.hereupon and thereby be one of the States of the
Tnion. Such a bill should contain a provision, as matter of
preliminary arrangement, for the extinguishment, upon jast
arms, and with the assent of Texas, of her claim to a portion
)1 the territory. A provision of that character appears, indeed,
o be necessary, whether we adopt the 8tate or the Territo-
ial plan, since, in either case, we ought to know what it it
or which we are legislating. I do not think it doubtful that
we may make a proposition to Texas which she will not re-
ect. Pass such a bill, and the question ia settled, irrevoca¬
bly settled, settled by an irrepeaiable law ; and before the
neeting of another Congress, New Mexico will be one of the
States of the Union.
Another recommendation of the plan of the President

s, thatit involves no sectional triumph; calls for no s«r-
-ender of any principle that has been contended for, either by
he North or by the 8outh ; is founded upon no compromises
>ut those of the constitution itself. As a necessary conae-

juence, it must quiet agitation; for the question being set-
led, and settled in such manner as to leave no sting behind,
lgitition must expire for want of aliment.
Compare now, in these respects, the plan of the President

with the plan for a Territorial Government. A Territorial
rill must either contain, or it must not contain, a prohibition
>f slavery. If it contain such a prohibition, its passage
would be regarded as a northern triumph. So far as it woald
iperate in such case to prevent the extension of slavery to
Vee territory I should approve it; but insofar as it would do
bis in a manner.unhappily, without, in my opinion, juat
:ause.offensive to the South, 1 should regret it. We all
mderatand this; and it is the less necees-iry to enlarge upon
t, since this is not the only alternative of probable occurrence.
Suppose, then, that your bill contains no such probi'iition.
iVould not its passage under such circumstances be equally
egarded as a Southern triumph.as a surrender by the North
.as au abandonment by the North of a principle to which
lmost every, Northern State stands solemnly committed }

for would the exasperated feeling thus produced want a tan-
ible subject for agitation. Your bill would be no settlement;
t would leave the question open.open to another Congreaa,
nd to yet another to be elected under a new census. We
lust not be misled by !o"king only to the present; the scene
f agitation may be shifted. The North as well as the South
lay be unreasonably angry ; the same passions exist every
'here ; and, if at the South they are more eaaily excited,
iey are not less durable in colder regions.
Besides, we must look beyond the intrinsic merits of a

leasure, in order to form a judgment of ita consequences;
re must look to collateral circumstances. I will not say that
jch a bi;l might not be passed by a majority, ao strong and
) composed of men from both sections of the Union, and
om both the great political parties, that ita friends would be
ble to put down agitation. But how is your majority likely
»be composed } You will not restore harmony to the Union
y any measure of which one of the proposed effecta is the
itablishment of one of the parties of the nation upon the
lins of the other. It is impossible to shut our eyes to the
cistence of such expectations. There is a glimmering of
lem through the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsyl-
iniat (Mr. Ross.) They are revealed to ub more clearly
i the daily columns of a paper published in thia city. What,
len, will be the character of your majority 1 Suppose that
shall be found to be composed of almost the entire South,

id of just a sufficient number of Northern Democratic mem-
;rs to ensure the passage of the bill. In auch case, the
leaaure would present two popular aapecta: the one aec-

jnai, the other partisan. Is there not, then, danger that
)u may thus force one of the great parties at the Noith into
position of anti-slavery agitation ? That it may be joined
st only by all the abolitionists and free-soilers, but by a

rge section of the other party ' That the cry of " repeal"
ay be raised ' And that, all other questions being merged
this, two parti' s geographically divided may take the place

r the present national parlies, and the unhappy sectional
introveray already existing thus reach a height more danger-
is than ever ? I should deeply regret this, but I should be
>werless as an individual to prevent it; I fear those vastly
y superiors might be equally powerless. If there be those
ho look without regret tj such a state of things, I certainly
n not of them. I point to the danger that it may be averted.
There ia another recommendation which the plan of the
resident possesses. If the people of New Mexico be ready
id willing, as I believe they are, to come into the Union
>w, the spirit of our treaty with Mexico appeara to demand
eir admission. I know that the treaty says they are to be
Imittcd " at the proper time, to be judged by the Con-
ess." But though Congress are the judges, they are not to

dge capriciously ; the rule of action is prescribed. What
the " proper time }" To ascertain it we must have refer-

ice to the general course of. our Government. New Mexico
is now a population with which no 8tate has ever been re-

sed admission into the Union.a population more than
fficient to entitle her to one member of the House of Repre-
ntativea. Can we reject her on account of the character of
tr population ? It ia true her citixens are not Americans by
rth, but they are Americans by treaty ; and I do not think
at in the spirit of the treaty we can make a discrimination
ainst them for that reason. If these are sufficient grounds
r her rejection, her admission may be delayed indefinitely,
le proportion which her numbers bear to the representative
tio is not likely to increase; nor is it probable that the
aracter of her population will essentially change, since
ere is nothing to carry Americtns there, with or without
y particular apecies of property. I doubt whether her case

II be stronger fifty years hence than it is now.
These, then, are the recommendations of the policy of the
esident It is demanded by the spirit of a treaty ; it rest*
a constitutional principle ; it involves no sectional triumph,
lairei no abandonment of principle; it settles the question ir-
rocably, quiets agitation, and restores harmony to the Union.
Ia there any reason why the South should reject it ? What
it that you desire * The preservation of the Union upon
tt terms? That is, I doubt not, what the great majority
you, and a majority perhaps still greater of your constitu¬

te, sincerely desire. Well, in this way, you will preserve
d strengthen the Union ; and you cannot.dispute the jus-
e of the terms. They are in accordance with principles
rich the South has always proclaimed, and which especially
ve received the emphatic sanction of the imminent indivi-
al.who was Southern if any thing be so.whese dtath
» have lately deplored. Do you detire to enjoy your pro-
rty at home, in qu'.et and without agitation ? You will
us attain that end. Many Southern gentlemen have said
ue, that slavery can never enter New Mexico, and that con-

lently the Wilmot proviso was a mere abstraction; and that
r the North, therefore, to insist upon it, was to inaist upon
measure offensive to the South for no practical end. Why,
en, if your premises be correct, will you, for an abstraction,,
quire an abandonment of principle and consistency, hunoili-
ng to the pride of the North ' But it ia said that it is *
inciple of which you desire the recognition. You can get
recognition of the principle that Congress may not prohibit

ivery in the Territories of the United States. If you will
>k at the recent speech of the great Northern statesman,,
u will find in it any thing but an abandonment of the prin-
jlo of the ordinance of 1787 ; you will find, on the contrary,
at principle most emphatically asserted. Nor would any
ite that you could get here, even expressly repudiating it,
of service to you ; for the principle is one that the people-
the North will never abandon. On the other hand, by the
easure I have proposed, you would gain the acknowledg-
ent of a principle not valueless to the South, and that in
ch a manner and by such a vote as to be of practical use.

Will Northern Democrats reject the policy of a 8outbem.-
esident because it ia not sufficiently Southern ' Will tbey
bstitute for it something that their constituents will regard
more favorable to the South.more favorable to slavery
re not the terms just > The South st lesst is estopped froia
¦poting their justice. Will you allege that you fear a dia-
lution of the Union * A dissolution of the Union because
; authorize the people of a Territory to form a constitution

eparatory to their admission into the Union as a State!
jey who would dissolve the Union for such a cause must

long to the clasa of nondeacripts lately discovered by an old
ntleman of this city.the class «,f " diaunionists per
mtlernan may be willing to make sacrifices, sacrifices of
rsonal feeling, of ambition, of consistency, of principle
m, for the sake pf restoring harmony to the Union ; but be-


